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MEC 203/Euthanasia-Physician Assisted Dying/Apr2016

Proposed WMA Reconsideration of the Statement on
Euthanasia and Physician Assisted Dying
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Summary:

At the WMA-meeting in Oslo, April 2015, the Medical Ethics Committee (MEC)




The WMA does not support euthanasia or physician assisted suicide, but WMA does not
condemn physicians who follow their own conscience in deciding whether or not to
participate in these activities, within the bounds of the legislation, in those jurisdictions where
euthanasia and/or physician assisted dying are legalized. |

WMA FZEFEREMOXREZ T COEREZXFT L HO TRV, ZHEDL L
IEEMOXBEZ T CORLERIZZOMEREELINTVBER (E) T,
WREOHENT, 29 LETRCEST2hE,ORECEE LT, B D RO
52 LR HEPEME, FEHT D LR,

No physician should be forced to participate in euthanasia or assisted suicide against their
personal moral beliefs. Equally, no conscientiously objecting physician should be forced to
refer a patient directly to another physician. Jurisdictions that legalize euthanasia or physician
assisted suicide must provide mechanisms that will ensure access for those patients who meet
the appropriate requirements. Physicians, individually or collectively, must not be made
responsible for ensuring access.
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